
Want to win a gift basket?

Attend the Monthly 
Meeting’s Professional 
Development Session to 
be entered for our prize 
drawing. Must be present to 
WIN!

Look forward to seeing you 
at the next Professional 
Development Session!

locations outside of the central business center, this one 
will be at Two Allen Center downtown.  Seating is limited so 
be sure to sign up when the invite is sent if you are curious 
about this new event.  Our Technology Sig is aiming for a 
May meeting date.     Lastly, our next member and prospect 
Happy Hour is April 25th at Season’s 52 in City Centre.   

You should have received the detailed invite for the May 18th 
FEI’s CFO University at the University of Houston.  As mentioned 
before, this is open to members and non-members alike so 
this is a good opportunity to bring a friend or colleague who is 
interested in issues under the CFO responsibility.  FEI members 
will have a discounted price from non-members.   

One of the best ways to get our members more connected...

Continued on Page 3.

I am happy to report another successful 
Academic Honors Day and especially happy 
faces on the 12 recipients of this year’s 
scholarship awards.  It was a fun and informative 
day learning about the Texas Medical Center 
(TMC), touring the largest medical center 

in the world and ending with a variety of panel discussions 
that enlightened and engaged the attentive scholarship 
recipients.   The ending finale was our keynote dinner speaker, 
Larry Stokes, SVP Shared Services, who gave us a glimpse into 
what the future could hold for the TMC.  Many thanks to the 
folks who made this possible including Steve Abercia and 
his Committee, Chairman of AHD; Denise Castillo-Rhodes, 
TMC’s CFO and our lunchtime speaker;   Evelyn Angelle, our 
panel moderator; Matthew McDaniell, Eduardo Perez, Brett 
Rychel, Andrew Arizpe, Judy Gersh, Jeff Rhodes, Billy Tilotta, 
our panelists; the FHSF Board; and most of all the generous 
contributors to the FEI Houston Scholarship Foundation who 
make this possible.  

The speaker for our March 14th dinner meeting is Marc Watts, 
CEO of The Friedkin Group, a private organization with a focus 
on automotive, resorts and golf holdings.  His Professional 
Affiliations include Chairman of the Federal Reserve Bank 
of Dallas (Houston branch) and Board of Directors of both 
Service Corporations International and Highland Resources, 
Inc.

Our Professional Development session, presented by our 
Platinum sponsor, Alvarez and Marsal, will be on the Brave 
New World of Politics and Taxes.  Our dinner meeting Gold 
sponsor is Whitley Penn.  Please continue to support our 
sponsors, who help make our chapter events possible.

Our recent Leadership Lunch Series was widely attended and 
a very entertaining look at body language.  We learned a few 
secrets for knowing when we are being lied to so watch out!  
Our next leadership Lunch is May 4.  We also had our Annual 
Wine Dinner at the Magnolia Hotel.  We had a delicious four-
course meal with wine pairings.  

I am pleased to announce our first Energy Sig will be on 
March 23rd from 7:30 A.M. till 9:30 A.M. and will be sponsored 
by Siegfried who will host Chad Soares of PWC, who will give 
us insight into the pitfalls he has seen in implementing the 
new lease standard.  This will be focused on the upstream, 
midstream and downstream energy sector and will allow 
ample time for Q&A and general discussion between the 
attendees on questions and experiences with this new 
standard.  While we would like to see these Sigs move to 
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 FEI Houston Chapter Newsletter

FEI:  The primary resource for financial executive education and leadership 
development and the principal avenue to influence financial matters in Houstonwww.feihouston.org

March 14, 2017
Houston Country Club

4:30  Professional   
 Development   
 Session

5:30  Social Hour

6:30  Dinner Session

Register online by  
Mar. 10th. feihouston.org

Sponsored by:
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http://feihouston.org


“The CEO role at a Private Company”
March 14, 2017 Dinner Meeting

DINNER SESSION
Marc Watts, President, The Friedkin Group

Marc Watts will discuss the many dynamic functions and 
activities of the private company CEO life at The Friedkin 
Group, with a focus on their automotive, resorts and golf 
holdings.  He will also discuss and take questions on his public 
service roles on the Federal Reserve Bank Board and with the 
United Way of Greater Houston.

Biography
Mr  Watts is President of  the Friedkin Group since January 1, 
2011.  The Friedkin Group serves as an umbrella company 
overseeing business interests that are principally automotive 
related, including Gulf States Toyota, Inc., a wholesale 
distributor of Toyota vehicles and products, and various private 

investments, including 
companies specializing in 
real estate and hospitality. 
 
Prior to joining The Friedkin 
Group, Mr. Watts was Vice 
Chairman and Managing 
Partner-Houston of the 
700-attorney law firm of 
Locke Lord LLP, with over 
26 years of experience in 
corporate and securities 
law, governance and 
related matters.   
 
His Professional Affiliations 
include the Chairman of 
the Board of Directors, 
Federal Reserve Bank 
of Dallas (Houston 

Branch) and Board of Directors of both Service Corporation 
International  (SCI) and Highland Resources, Inc. 
 
He is an active community leader serving as Board Chair, 
United Way of Greater Houston, 2015-
2017; ∙ Board and Executive Committee 
Member as well as current Vice Chair of 
the Greater Houston Partnership; ∙ Past 
Chairman, Houston Area Advisory Board, 
Salvation Army ∙ Past Chairman, Board 
Member, Society for the Performing Arts ∙ 
Board and Executive Committee Member, 
Houston Ballet Foundation. 

Education ∙ J.D., Harvard Law School, 
1984 ∙ B.S., Texas A&M University, 1980

Houston Country Club
1 Potomac Drive
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2016-2017 Season 
UPCOMING EVENTS
March 23 - Energy Sig at Two Allen  
 Center

April 11 - Dinner Meeting - Panel  
 Discussion

April 18 - Golf Tournament at Black  
 Horse Country Club

May 4 - Leadership Series

May 18 - CFO University

Houston Country Club
1 Potomac Drive
Houston, TX 77057

Register online:
feihouston.org

Registration closes 
February 17, 2017.
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“The Brave New World of Politics and 
Taxes”
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Tax leaders and c-suite executives are scrambling 
in anticipation of game-changing US corporate tax 
reform.  Value chains (and more) may be turned 
upside down!  What are the proposals, how likely are 
they to get approved, and how might they affect 
your business.  Hear about the possible impacts on 
the macroeconomic environment, the outlook for 
specific industries, cross-border transactions, interest 
rates, FX / U.S. $, M&A, and the latest insights from our 
modeling experiences, and how the rest of the world 
might react.

This month’s professional development session will 
feature Albert Liguori of Alvarez & Marsal Taxand.  
He advises on multinational tax strategies, including 
international tax planning, cross-border inter-
company arrangements, U.S. inbound planning, 
M&A, controversy, and accounting.  Among numerous 
complex tax transactions, he’s advised on a multibillion-
dollar redesign of a global supply chain; brought a $500M 
publicly traded tech company through multiple acquisitions, 
restructurings and tax planning; redesigned the legal and tax 
structure of a Tier-2 auto parts maker to save several hundred 
million dollars; and was interim head of tax for a $3B global 
financial services company, leading all tax aspects of its IPO.

Biography
Albert Liguori is a Managing Director with Alvarez & Marsal 
Taxand, LLC in New York, with more than 20 years of 
international tax and accounting experience. He assists 
multinational organizations in assessing and improving their 
global tax strategies.

Mr. Liguori leads a New York and Washington, DC based 
international tax and transfer pricing team that supports 
clients on global transactions. He oversees a practice 
with disciplines spanning from traditional international tax 
planning, cross-border inter-company arrangements, US 
inbound planning, mergers and acquisitions, controversy 
and accounting for income taxes.

His most recent leadership experiences 
include: interim tax counsel for a multibillion 
dollar redesign of global manufacturing 
operations (supply chain); lead tax adviser 
to a $500 million publicly traded high-tech 
company through numerous acquisitions, 
legal restructurings and tax planning; lead 
adviser in redesigning the legal and tax 
structure of a multibillion dollar Tier-2 auto 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT SESSION
Al Liguori, Managing Director, Internal Tax, Alvarez & Marsal

The impact of the tax reform proposals, why you should care 
and what you can do about it today?
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parts maker, improving cash flows by several hundred 
million dollars; and interim head of tax of a $3 billion 
global financial services company leading all tax 
aspects of a multibillion dollar IPO.

Mr. Liguori is frequently involved in helping companies 
respond to tax demands from boards of directors and 
shareholders, as well as in fostering cross-functional 
communication between tax, operations, finance 
and treasury teams. He has worked closely with 
CEOs, CFOs and private equity investors.

Before A&M, he was a core member of the global tax 
strategy team of Deloitte Tax, serving as lead adviser 
on multiple global client transactions. He began his 
career with Price Waterhouse in New York, where he 
assisted many companies with initial public offerings.
Mr. Liguori earned a Juris Doctor from Brooklyn Law 
School and is a member of the New York State Bar.

From 1999 through 2003, he served as an adjunct professor for 
the MS in taxation program at Fordham University. He serves 
as a national speaker, and has written articles and provided 
comments on proposed regulations and other topics related 
to corporate and international taxation.

with the Houston business community and build their 
professional skills is by getting involved on a non-profit board 
since most non-profits need our financial leadership.  With 
this is mind FEI is partnering with NACD for their March 10th 
meeting which is focused on non-profit board development 
and strategy. Look for the invite if you are interested in 
attending.  

Another benefit we have recently announced is the free 
FERFPro subscription for in-transition members. Contact John 
Briscoe is you are interested in getting this one-year CPE 
subscription and you are currently an in-transition member.   

Don’t forget the Annual Financial Leadership Summit 
Conference on April 24-25, 2017 at the Anaheim Marriott in 
California.  In addition to the great keynote speakers there 
are a multitude of interesting break-out sessions.  

 See you on March 14th!  

Regards, 
Ann Kaesermann 
President, FEI Houston Chapter

President’s Letter (Continued)

UH Bauer Executive Education
The Bauer Executive Education Program has an outstanding 
line up of classes in March , including:

Values Based Leadership: Establish Skills Needed to be an 
Effective Leader with This 2 Day Workshop 
March 6-7, 2017: Giving Voice to Values (GVV) is an 
innovative, cross-disciplinary business curriculum and action-
oriented approach for developing the skills, knowledge and 
commitment required to implement values-based leadership. 
Rather than the usual focus on ethical analysis, the GVV focuses 
on ethical implementation and asks the question: What would I 
say and do if I were going to act on my values? GVV helps you 
identify the many ways to voice your values in the workplace. It 
provides the opportunity to script and practice in front of peers, 
equipping future business leaders not only to know what is right, 
but how to make it happen. More Information >

Leading High Performance Teams: Understand and Maintain 
High Performance Teams with This One Day Workshop
March 31, 2017:   Course provides participants with key concepts 
and knowledge that will help them not only to understand the 
nature of high performance teams but also to develop and 
sustain them in practice. Course material integrates research 
and best practice from human resources management, 
organizational behavior, organizational psychology, leadership 
science, social psychology, personality psychology, sociology, 
and history. The course is designed to apply: (a) knowledge of 
the characteristics of high performance teams (differentiating 
them from other types of teams and work groups) and (b) 
assessment methodologies to prepare the participants to 
position their teams to achieve and sustain high performance 
status in both leader and non-leader roles. More Information >

If you are a University of Houston Alumni, enjoy a 15% discount 
on any Bauer Executive Education class. For more information 
contact Brittney Edwards at bedwards@bauer.uh.edu.

AASAVE15 - 15% discount for all FEI members
AASAVE30 - 30% discount for FEI member groups of 
  10 to 19 attendees
AASAVE55 - 55% discount for FEI member groups of 
  20 or more attendees.

FEI Annual Golf Tournament
SAVE THE

DATE
18APRIL

2017

BLACK HORSE COUNTRY 
CLUB

registration
now open

Click Here

12:00 - 6:00 PM

http://www.bauer.uh.edu/executive-education/open/giving-voice-to-values-2day.php
http://www.bauer.uh.edu/executive-education/open/leading-high-performance-teams.php
mailto:bedwards%40bauer.uh.edu?subject=
http://feihouston.org/meetinginfo.php?id=81&ts=1487014468


2016-2017 
FEI Houston Mission 
Statement & Goals

NEW MEMBERS

Stephen O’Brien David FraserMISSION:
Be the premier resource for Houston 

financial executives by offering high quality 
educational and leadership development 
programs and resources to inquisitive leaders 
that help advance their careers and allow 
them a voice in financial matters important to 
Houston businesses.
 
GOALS:  
• Maintain and enhance the value of the 

FEI brand by focusing on quality – quality 
members, programs and sponsors

• Be relevant to members 
• Offer high quality programs and 

resources that help develop current and 
future financial officers

• Develop high quality and engaged 
sponsors to assist the Chapter financially, 
help identify programs and speakers, 
and help recruit new members

• Make FEI relevant and known in the 
community through involvement in 
Houston financial matters; be the voice 
of the financial community 

• Run an effective, professional, and 
fiscally sound Chapter operation 

• Give back to the community through 
our own foundation and in other ways in 
which our members personally choose

2016-2017 
STRATEGIC PARTNERS

 
Secure your FEI Sponsorship today! 
Contact: Tony Maresca, tmaresca@bepms.com

TITLE SPONSOR 
Deloitte

FE
I H

O
US

TO
N

PLATINUM SPONSORS 
Alvarez and Marsal  
Bank of America 
BDO 
Hein + Associates LLP 
KPMG 
Robert Half Management 
Resources 
RR Donnelley 
Sirius Solutions 
Wells Fargo

EMERALD SPONSORS 
BBVA Compass Bank 
Gulfstar Group 
Lockton 
Riveron Consulting 
Siegfried Group 
 
 

GOLD SPONSORS 
Addison Group 
Aventine Hill 
Bank of America 
BB&T Bank 
CFO Suite 
Doeren Mayhew 
Enterprise Fleet Management 
Jones Lang LaSalle 
SRR 
USI Southwest 
Vinson & Elkins 
Whitley Penn

SILVER SPONSOR 
RGP

FEI Houston Officers and 
Committee Chairs

President
Ann Kaesermann, Hilcorp Energy 
Company

Immediate Past President
Joe Abell, Artesia EcoScience LLC

President Elect
Frances Hawes, Energen & 
Archrock

Treasurer
Marcus Jonesi, The Jonesi 
Consultancy

Secretary
Scott Skrabanek

Programs Chair
Rob Schmitz, Flotek Industries

Membership Chair
Maurice Nassar, Emergent 
Partners, LLC

Sponsorship Chair
Tony Maresca, Bullseye 
Engagement, LLC

Academic Relations Chair
Steve Abercia

Professional Development Chair
Tony Maresca, Bullseye 
Engagement, LLC

Member Career Services Chair
John Briscoe

FEI National/FERF Liaison Chair
Jeffrey Curtiss

Social Event Chair
Paul Marsh, Dagley Insurance & 
Financial Services

Golf Event Chair
Patrick Schneider, US Shale 
Solutions, Inc.

FEI Houston Chapter 
Directors

Bob Baumgartner
Phil Denning, Shell Oil Company 
M. Colleen Estes, Sirius Solutions, 
LLLP
Chuck Fischer
Eric Khan, BBVA Compass Bank
Chris Matlock, Lookout Capital 
Management
Bruce Misamore, Yukos Oil 
Company - Retired
Ernie Pekmezaris, Pappas 
Restaurants 
Michael J. Vitek, Utegration

FEI HOUSTON SCHOLARSHIP  
FOUNDATION SPONSORS 
Aventine Hill 
ExxonMobil 
Halliburton 
Hein + Associates LLP 
Mutual of Omaha Bank 
Noble Energy 
RR Donnelley

4


