
Welcome to the October 2020 
President’s Letter.  I hope everyone is 
staying healthy and safe.  We have 
a busy lineup for October so let me 
jump right in.

Programming Update - 
No In-Person Events Planned Through 

January 2021
Staying with our virtual events plan, we have three 
webinars planned in October.  On October 14, PNC 
Bank will present an Economic Outlook: Recovery 
from Viral Recession Has Started, But How Strong?”  
Gus Faucher, Chief Economist with PNC will give some 
great insight into what is happening now and how the 
recovery is shaping up.  On October 21 Kim Gwin with 
Bank of Texas will present on Treasury Management, 
how to get the most from your treasury operations 
and some new ideas.  October 28, BBVA will provide 
a different view on the economy with an Economic 
Update and Election Outlook.  Nathaniel Karp, Chief 
US Economist will provide his economic views with a 
twist on the possible impacts of the election.  I know 
Nathaniel will be updating his data right up to the 
presentation.  You can register for all the webinars here. 

Executive Roundtable
Last week we announced our first Executive Roundtable 
for October 22 at 4pm.  This is something new to give 
members an opportunity to network virtually and discuss 
a topic, moderated by one of our Strategic Partners 
and then change topics after 20 minutes.  The event 
will run for an hour so you will get to network and have 
some interesting discussions with other members.  This 
first event is a pilot and we are limiting the registration 
to the first 40 members to keep the virtual discussion 
groups small.  Be sure to sign up, and after we make 
any tweaks from the first event, look for these to recur 
one or two times per month.  Click here to register.

CFO University
We have rescheduled CFO University to December 9 – 
11, starting at 3pm on Wednesday and Thursday and 
10am to 1pm on Friday.  We have a great lineup of 
presenters and registration will open soon.  Look for a 
flyer with the agenda and all the details.

National Topics
FEI National Leadership Summit is ongoing on different 
days in October as a virtual event.  The last session is 
on October 22.  Here is a link to learn more.  National is 
also devoting significant resources to webcast events 
and has 8 webinar events scheduled for October.  
These cover topics including treasury management, 
intercompany transactions and internal controls.  You 
can find all of the National in-person programs and 
webinars by following this link.  

I have mentioned this for several months but if you 
are looking for resources related to reopening or best 
practices for social distancing in the workplace, be 
sure to tap into the national COVID-19 Dashboard.  If 
you don’t subscribe to FEI Connect, it is a great tool to 
network with members across the US on various topics 
and get insight from other members on PPP forgiveness 
and other current topics.  Also, FEI Houston is a member 
of the Greater Houston Partnership and they have 
some great resources for businesses large and small 
related to COVID issues and topics.  You don’t have to 
be a GHP member to access these resources.  Here is a 
link to the GHP website. 

FEI Quarterly Priorities Survey:
There should be a new quarterly survey coming out 
soon.  Be sure to watch your email and respond to the 
survey to see trend from prior quarterly surveys on a 
national and regional basis.

Follow us on LinkedIn:
With social distancing, LinkedIn is a great way to connect 
with the Houston Chapter.  We have over 390 followers 
on LinkedIn and we receive over 60,000 LinkedIn views 
of FEI Houston content and events.  When you follow 
the Chapter LinkedIn page you have a connection 
with other members through this important networking 
tool.  You can follow the Chapter LinkedIn page here.  
Be sure to share or comment on a LinkedIn post and 
help spread the word about FEI Houston.
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https://www.financialexecutives.org/Topics/CrisisManagement.aspx
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https://www.houston.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/22298811/admin/


Webinar with PNC
Topic: Economic Outlook: Recovery from Viral 
Recession Has Started, But How Strong?
Speaker: Augustine Faucher
Chief Economist | The PNC Financial Services 
Group

Details:
Wednesday, July 14, 2020
12:00 pm - 1:00 pm

Augustine (Gus) Faucher is senior vice 
president and chief economist of The PNC 
Financial Services Group, serving as the 
principal spokesperson on all economic issues 
for PNC.

Prior to joining PNC as senior macroeconomist in 
December 2011, Faucher worked for 10 years at 
Moody’s Analytics (formerly Economy.com), where 
he was a director and senior economist. He was 
responsible for running the firm’s computer model 
of the U.S. economy, edited a monthly publication 
on the U.S. economic outlook, covered fiscal and 
monetary policy, and analyzed various regional 
economies. Previously, he worked for six years at the 
U.S. Treasury Department, and taught at the University 
of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. He was named senior 
vice president in March 2015, deputy chief economist 
in February 2016, and to his current role in April 2017.

Faucher is frequently cited in international, national, 
and regional media outlets including The Wall Street 
Journal and The New York Times. He has appeared 
on ABC World News, CBS Evening News, NBC Nightly 
News and Nightly Business Report, and is regularly 
featured on CNBC, CNN and Fox Business. In addition, 
he appears regularly on CBS Radio, NPR and 
Marketplace.

He serves on the board of directors of The Economic 
Club of Pittsburgh - the local chapter of National 
Association of Business Economics (NABE). He is also 
co-chair of the Financial Roundtable of NABE.

Faucher earned a Ph.D. in economics from the 
University of Pennsylvania, with concentrations in labor 
economics and public economics. He also has a B. A. 
in economics from Cornell University.

1 hour CPE credit

Register Here

On behalf of your Chapter leadership team, I thank 
you for your support and participation in our Chapter. 
I hope you and your family stay safe and healthy and 
I look forward to meeting in person again soon.  If you 
have any suggestions comments or just want to get 
together virtually, don’t hesitate to reach out to me at 
jhbriscoe@aol.com.

John Briscoe
FEI Houston Chapter 
President 2020 – 2021
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2020-2021 Season 
UPCOMING EVENTS

Oct 14 - Webinar with PNC

Oct 21 - Webinar with Bank of Texas

Oct 22 - FEI Executive Roundtable

Oct 28 - Webinar with BBVA

Nov 17 - Webinar with USI

Dec 1 - Webinar with Stout

Dec 17 - Webinar with Moss Adams

Webinar - October 14, 2020

The FEI Houston Chapter Scholarship Foundation 
supports higher education and training in the fields 
of finance and accounting. The Foundation provides 
non-discriminatory scholarship funds to needy and 
deserving students attending accredited colleges and 
universities in the Greater Houston/Galveston area in 
conjunction with the FEI Houston Chapter Academic 
Honors Day. The Foundation is a 501 (c)(3) charitable 
organization and contributions are tax-deductible as 
charitable donations. Members are encouraged to 
seek company matching funds to the Foundation.

Donate to the Foundation

Donate to the 
FEI Scholarship Foundation
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https://feihouston.org/meetinginfo.php?id=187&ts=1601307061
mailto:jhbriscoe@aol.com
https://feihoustonfoundation.org/catalog.php


Marc Lerma 
2020 FEI Houston Scholarship Foundation Award Recipient 
Senior at Lamar University, Current GPA 3.7 
A second generation Lake Jackson native, Marc Lerma has excelled in his studies with a cumulative 
3.7 GPA and has received with distinction,  the FEI Houston Scholarship Foundation award at     
Academic Honors Day 2020 representing Lamar University.   Marc received $5,000 in tuition monies 
from the FEI Houston Scholarship Foundation that will greatly support this last crucial year of school. 
He will graduate December 2020.  He is only one of twelve (12) scholarship recipients receiving the 
FEI tuition grant. 

Not one to rest his laurels, Marc currently is acting President of Lamar University’s Finance        
Association and Vice President of the Global Goodwill Ambassador Program where he welcomes and 
helps integrate foreign and domestic students new to Lamar University and the Beaumont area.  Marc 
also volunteers as a site coordinator for the annual Tax Assistance Program but has also maintained 
a diligent sense of giving back to the community and helping wherever possible, whenever possible.  
This summer he and a fellow classmate have created a website to provide gratis unemployed visitors 
to the site,  resume formats and suggestions as well as guide applicants on how to have their resumes 
gain visibility via LinkedIn and similar headhunting sites.  “Knowing that our help and a second pair of 
eyes aided someone in landing a great job… I mean how awesome is that?!” “Hopefully that person 
somewhere down the line can help another person,” he continued.      

With a full extracurricular plate on his hands, Marc is also currently gaining a wealth of experience 
and knowledge interning at Beachton Capital Partners as a Private Equity Analyst and has been 
actively mentored by FEI Chapter member, Rich Rosenberg, after meeting one another at the     
Houston Country Club on Academic Honors Day.   

Marc has his sights on joining a bank training program after graduation;  then further pursuing his 
MBA with long term aspirations in the field of investments and finance.   

“Spending the day at ExxonMobil and having the opportunity to meet all these people of such caliber 
was amazing.  I couldn’t help but look around and imagine myself there one day.” 

Anyone interested in interviewing Marc Lerma, please contact him marclerma15@gmail.com. 
Remember, he graduates in December of 2020. 

Marc Lerma:  A Wise Investment for the Future 
FEI Scholarship Recipient Mentored by FEI Chapter Members 

ACADEMIC HONORS DAY 

     50th ANNIVERSARY 



Want to make a donation to the Foundation, review 
audited financials or see scholarship recipients for this 
year? 

View our website at
http://feihoustonfoundation.org 

2020-2021
FEI Houston Mission 
Statement & Goals

NEW MEMBERS

MISSION:
FEI’s mission is to advance the 
success of senior-level financial 

executives, their organizations, and the 
profession.
 
GOALS:  
• Maintain and enhance the value 

of the FEI brand by focusing on 
quality – quality members, pro-
grams and sponsors

• Be relevant to members 
• Offer high quality programs and re-

sources that help develop current 
and future financial officers

• Develop high quality and en-
gaged sponsors to assist the 
Chapter financially, help identify 
programs and speakers, and help 
recruit new members

• Make FEI relevant and known in 
the community through involve-
ment in Houston financial matters; 
be the voice of the financial com-
munity 

• Run an effective, professional, and 
fiscally sound Chapter operation 

• Give back to the community 
through our own foundation and in 
other ways in which our members 
personally choose

2020-2021 
STRATEGIC PARTNERS

 
Secure your FEI Sponsorship today! 
Contact: Kirk Sprunger, kirk.sprunger@kgcoilgas.com

TITLE 
Deloitte
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PLATINUM 
Addison Group 
Bridgepoint Consulting 
Alvarez & Marsal  
Bank of America 
BDO 
Calvetti Ferguson 
Ernst & Young 
Moss Adams 
PKF 
PNC Bank 
Robert Half 
Sense Corp 
Siegfried Group LLP 
Sirius Solutions 
USI 
Vaco

GOLD 
Bank of Texas 
Citi 
Donnelley Financial Solutions 
Houston Business Journal 
Stout 
Vistra 
Whitley Penn

FEI Houston Officers and 
Committee Chairs
President
John Briscoe

Immediate Past President
Robert Schmitz, 

President Elect
Gary P. Brooks,  
Vaco

Treasurer
Allen D. Gibson 

Secretary
Scott Skrabanek
Texas Pipe & Supply

Program Chair
Meg Britton
Ace Energy Solutions

Sponsorship Chair
Kirk F. Sprunger

SIG Chair - Energy
Ann Kaesermann

SIG Chair - IT
Andrew A. Nat, Jr.

Career Management and 
Leadership Chair
Golriz Ghiassi

Career Management & 
Leadership Chair
Kathleen McAllister

Happy Hours Chair
Darlene Cano

Young Leaders Chair
Josh Tabin

Membership Chair
Todd W. Ruden

Academic Relations Chair
Steve Abercia
Robert Half Management 
Resources

FEI National/FERF Liaison Chair
Marcus Jonesi
Manti Tarka Permian

CFO University Chair
Andrew B Nobbay,  
Occidental Petroleum Corp

Communications/Branding Chair
Eric Khan 
BBVA

Communications/Branding Chair
Josh Tabin 
Liongard

Audit Committee Roundtable
Frances Powell Hawes
Energen Corp. & Archrock, Inc.

North/West Houston Chair
Rob M. Schmitz

Social Dinner Chair
Paul Steven Marsh
Dagley Insurance & Financial Services

FEI Houston Chapter Directors
Deborah Clark
Girl Scouts of the San Jacinto Council
Frances Powell Hawes
Energen Corp. & Archrock Inc.
Marcus Jonesi
Manti Tarka Permian
Ann Kaesermann
Eric Khan 
BBVA
Tony Maresca
BullseyeEngagement LLC
J. Philip McCormick, Jr.
Hi-Crush Inc
Mark Vise 
Burrow Global LLC

FEI HOUSTON SCHOLARSHIP  
FOUNDATION 
Donnelley Financial Solutions 
ExxonMobil 
Jambrina CPA 
Moss Adams 
Mutual of Omaha Bank 
PWC
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FEI Houston Scholarship Foundation

Laura Distefano

Jennifer Whalen
Bristow Group Inc

EMERALD 
BBVA 
BoyarMiller 
Lockton 
RPG 
Trenergy 

 http://feihoustonfoundation.org
 http://feihoustonfoundation.org

