
Welcome to the November 2020 
President’s Letter.  I hope everyone is 
staying healthy and safe. 

RESUMPTION OF IN-PERSON EVENTS
At our January 2021 FEI Houston Board 
meeting, the focus was resuming in-

person events.  Not just when we will resume in-person 
events, but also any changes we should to make to 
the format considering that all members may not have 
received the vaccine.  We have formed a task force to 
begin planning and to look at options and alternatives.  
I expect we will make some modifications, some may 
be temporary, but all will be focused on resuming 
in-person events safely as soon as possible.  My best 
estimate is we will begin in-person events in the summer 
of 2021.

CALL TO ACTION - NEW MEMBER DRIVE
Do you have a co-worker or peer that would benefit 
from FEI membership?  During COVID, FEI National has 
initiated a 6-month trial membership program where 
new members can join for 6 months at no cost, then join 
as a full member at current rates at the end of the trial 
period.  To be eligible they must be a new member to 
FEI and meet other membership qualifications.  Please 
contact info@feihouston.org with any leads and we 
can get them signed up.

EXECUTIVE CAREER MANAGEMENT
Just a reminder that if you are looking for a new job 
opportunity, we now include all recent position leads 
at the bottom of our weekly email on upcoming events 
(typically on Tuesday).  These will run for a few weeks 
before we think they are stale and then rotate them 
off of the email.  We also post job opportunities to our 
website and you can access them here.  I ask each 
member to forward any opportunities that might fit our 
membership to careerservices@feihouston.org so we 
can support our members in their search.  We are also 
working with our Strategic Partners to help source job 
opportunities.

EXECUTIVE ROUNDTABLE
We held Executive Roundtable events in October 

and November 2020 and plan to hold our next event 
in February.  The feedback has been very positive 
and we are making a few adjustments based on 
suggestions from members.  This format gives members 
an opportunity to network virtually and discuss a topic 
in a small group, moderated by one of our Strategic 
Partners and then change topics after 20 minutes.  
The focus is networking and member interaction on 
an interesting topic rather than a presentation.  The 
event will run 75 minutes so you will get to network and 
have some interesting discussions with other members.  
Watch your email for more information. 

PROGRAMMING UPDATE - NO IN-PERSON EVENTS 
PLANNED THROUGH APRIL 2021
We have one webinar planned in February.  
• February 4:  Insights On Selling To and Working 

With Private Equity – BoyarMiller. Steve Kesten 
with BoyarMiller and John Castle, CEO of Branford 
Castle Partners will provide insights on transactions 
and operating with private equity partners.

We also are working on several webinars for March, 
have 3 booked for April and one event booked in 
May with more to come.  You can register for all the 
webinars here. 

NATIONAL TOPICS
FEI National has a new Private Company Priorities 
webinar series with 8 sessions (first session was in 
January).  Here is a link to learn more.  There is also 
a new Transformational Leadership Series that runs 
7 sessions (first session was in January).  Here is a link 
to learn more.  National is also devoting significant 
resources to webcast events and has 8 webinar events 
scheduled for February.  These cover topics including 
maximizing your ERP investment, automating balance 
sheet reconciliations and how to close faster and 
smarter.  You can find all of the National in-person 
programs and webinars by following this link.  
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Webinar with BoyarMillar

Topic: Insights on Selling to and Working with 
Private Equity

Speakers:  Steve Kesten
  John S. Castle

Details:  Thursday, February 4, 2021
  12:00 pm - 1:00 pm

In our webinar, John Castle, President and 
CEO of Branford Castle Partners, a New York 
based private equity firm, will provide his insights 
on the inner workings of a private equity firm, 
including how they generally operate, as well 
as how they source, diligence and close deals, 
and then how they work with, provide resources and 
guidance to the management teams of their portfolio 
companies. Steve Kesten, a mergers and acquisitions 
attorney with BoyarMiller, will provide his insights on 
how transactions with private equity are structured 
including discussion regarding the advantages and 
disadvantages of various sale structures to the selling 
company, and a specific case study example of sale 
of a middle market company to PE. Steve and John will 
also discuss the impacts of the pandemic on Private 
Equity and the M&A Markets as well as discuss current 
M&A Market conditions, and lastly provide some advice 
on “is it a good time to sell your company”, and “what 
can you be doing now to prepare your company for 
sale to Private Equity”.

If you don’t subscribe to FEI Connect, it is a great tool to 
network with members across the US on various topics 
and get insight from other members on current topics 
and draw upon the experience of FEI members across 
all chapters.  Here is a link to FEI Connect.

Follow us on LinkedIn:
With social distancing, LinkedIn is a great way to connect 
with the Houston Chapter.  We have 416 followers on 
LinkedIn and we receive over 60,000 LinkedIn views of 
FEI Houston content and events.  When you follow the 
Chapter LinkedIn page you have a connection with 
other members through this important networking tool.  
You can follow the Chapter LinkedIn page here.  Be 
sure to share or comment on a LinkedIn post and help 
spread the word about FEI Houston.

On behalf of your Chapter leadership team, I thank 
you for your support and participation in our Chapter. 
I hope you and your family stay safe and healthy and 
I look forward to meeting in person again soon.  If you 
have any suggestions comments or just want to get 
together virtually, don’t hesitate to reach out to me at 
jhbriscoe@aol.com.

John Briscoe
FEI Houston Chapter 
President 2020 – 2021
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2020-2021 Season 
UPCOMING EVENTS

Feb 4 - Webinar with BoyarMillar

Feb 24 - Executive Roundtable

Mar 10 - Webinar with Sense Corp

Apr 27 - Webinar with WG Consulting

Webinar - February 4, 2021
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FEI Executive Roundtable Event

Details:  Wednesday, February 24, 2021
  

The format is a 1 hr 15 min Zoom meeting, participants 
will be broken into separate breakout rooms with 8 
members each and each room will have a moderator 
and a topic to discuss for 20 minutes.  Then we will 
change rooms and you will have a new topic.  No 
PowerPoint slide decks, no presentations, just discussion 
with peers on topics provided by the moderator.  The 
moderators will be from our pool of Strategic Partners 
and they will not make a pitch for your business, but 
they will try to get to know you in an informal setting.

Roundtable - February 24, 2021

https://connect.financialexecutives.org/communities/community-home?CommunityKey=6f0c5bf3-116b-4699-8e5c-45a996df4528
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/22298811/admin/
mailto:jhbriscoe@aol.com


Lewis Madsen 

Accounting Manager, Houston Rockets 

Graduated Stephen F. Austin State University, Class of 2012 

 

Raised with a younger sister by a single mother in Hemphill, Texas (population less than 1,300) where he worked 

at Dairy Queen throughout high school, Lewis Madsen grew up with big city aspirations guided by his desire, 

drive and determination to succeed.    His ambition steered Lewis to the closest avenue (and closest University) 

to a brighter future, Nacogdoches, Texas.  With the assistance of federal Pell Grants (based on family income) 

Lewis enrolled at Stephen F. Austin State University and majored in Accounting.  Struggling financially through-

out his college career, Lewis did not waver.  He maintained a 3.5 GPA, received a prestigious internship at 

Deloitte and continued to demonstrate to his professors, deans and advisors his perseverance to achieve what 

no one in his family had previously done. Not only was Lewis the first to attend and graduate College in his  

family, he would also surpass his own goals and continue on to receive his master’s degree with a 3.91           

cumulative GPA in Accounting.  

Due to his palpable commitment Lewis was recognized and nominated by Dr. Treba Marsh, Director of the   

Gerald W. Schlief School of Accountancy at Stephen F. Austin State University and was awarded the FEI Houston 

Scholarship Foundation scholarship for Stephen F. Austin State University during his third year of university.   

Nothing but net ! ! ! 

“I still feel honored to be  acknowledged as 

an Accounting student that was selectively    

identified as someone who WAS going to 

go the distance!” 

“I was thrilled that I was awarded the FEI Scholarship especially as a Stephen F. Austin State University         

student.  There’s no denying the Stephen F. Austin State University is a smaller and lesser known school. I was 

recognized for my hard work and diligence alongside kids from larger more visible Universities… EQUALLY!  



Want to make a donation to the Foundation, review 
audited financials or see scholarship recipients for this 
year? 

View our website at
http://feihoustonfoundation.org 

2020-2021
FEI Houston Mission 
Statement & Goals

NEW MEMBERS

MISSION:
FEI’s mission is to advance the 
success of senior-level financial 

executives, their organizations, and the 
profession.
 
GOALS:  
• Maintain and enhance the value 

of the FEI brand by focusing on 
quality – quality members, pro-
grams and sponsors

• Be relevant to members 
• Offer high quality programs and re-

sources that help develop current 
and future financial officers

• Develop high quality and en-
gaged sponsors to assist the 
Chapter financially, help identify 
programs and speakers, and help 
recruit new members

• Make FEI relevant and known in 
the community through involve-
ment in Houston financial matters; 
be the voice of the financial com-
munity 

• Run an effective, professional, and 
fiscally sound Chapter operation 

• Give back to the community 
through our own foundation and in 
other ways in which our members 
personally choose

2020-2021 
STRATEGIC PARTNERS

 
Secure your FEI Sponsorship today! 
Contact: Kirk Sprunger, kirk.sprunger@kgcoilgas.com

TITLE 
Deloitte
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PLATINUM 
Addison Group 
Bridgepoint Consulting 
Alvarez & Marsal  
Bank of America 
BDO 
Calvetti Ferguson 
Ernst & Young 
Ledgent 
Moss Adams 
PKF 
PNC Bank 
Robert Half 
Sense Corp 
Siegfried Group LLP 
Sirius Solutions 
USI 
Vaco 
WG Consulting

GOLD 
Bank of Texas 
Citi 
Donnelley Financial Solutions 
Houston Business Journal 
McCracken Alliance 
Stout 
Whitley Penn

FEI Houston Officers and 
Committee Chairs
President
John Briscoe

Immediate Past President
Robert Schmitz, 

President Elect
Gary P. Brooks,  
Vaco

Treasurer
Allen D. Gibson 

Secretary
Scott Skrabanek
Texas Pipe & Supply

Program Chair
Meg Britton
Ace Energy Solutions

Sponsorship Chair
Kirk F. Sprunger

SIG Chair - Energy
Ann Kaesermann

SIG Chair - IT
Andrew A. Nat, Jr.

Career Management and 
Leadership Chair
Golriz Ghiassi

Career Management & 
Leadership Chair
Kathleen McAllister

Happy Hours Chair
Darlene Cano

Young Leaders Chair
Josh Tabin

Membership Chair
Todd W. Ruden

Academic Relations Chair
Steve Abercia
Robert Half Management 
Resources

FEI National/FERF Liaison Chair
Marcus Jonesi
Manti Tarka Permian

CFO University Chair
Andrew B Nobbay,  
Occidental Petroleum Corp

Communications/Branding Chair
Eric Khan 
BBVA

Communications/Branding Chair
Josh Tabin 
Liongard

Audit Committee Roundtable
Frances Powell Hawes
Energen Corp. & Archrock, Inc.

North/West Houston Chair
Rob M. Schmitz

Social Dinner Chair
Paul Steven Marsh
Dagley Insurance & Financial Services

FEI Houston Chapter Directors
Deborah Clark
Girl Scouts of the San Jacinto Council
Frances Powell Hawes
Energen Corp. & Archrock Inc.
Marcus Jonesi
Manti Tarka Permian
Ann Kaesermann
Eric Khan 
BBVA
Tony Maresca
BullseyeEngagement LLC
J. Philip McCormick, Jr.
Hi-Crush Inc
Mark Vise 
Burrow Global LLC

FEI HOUSTON SCHOLARSHIP  
FOUNDATION 
Donnelley Financial Solutions 
ExxonMobil 
Jambrina CPA 
Moss Adams 
Mutual of Omaha Bank 
PWC
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FEI Houston Scholarship Foundation

Rita Carroll

Ryan Emmons
Sable Permian Resources, LLC

Carla Salazar
Pink Martini Inc and Heinz Records LLC

Jeff Turner
Tokio Marine HCC

Juzer Vejlani

EMERALD 
BBVA 
BoyarMiller 
Lockton 
RPG 
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